Cousins and all that

You can use this table to work out how you are related to another member of the family. Firstly you need to work out who the common direct

ancestor is, that is the person who is in both your direct lines. Then you work out how you are both related to that person. If they are your great

grandparent, you follow down that column. If they are your relative’s parent, they follow across the parent row. The box where your column and

their row meet shows your relationship: you are this person’s great niece or nephew. If they follow the columns and you follow the rows, it will

also show that they are your great aunt or uncle.

Common Parent Grandparent Great X2 great grandparent | x3 great x4 great grandchild
ancestor grandparent grandparent
Parent Child Niece/nephew Great X2 great niece/nephew | x3 great x4 great niece/nephew

niece/nephew

niece/nephew

Grandparent | Aunt/uncle | 1% cousin 1% cousin once | 1% cousin twice 1% cousin x3 1% cousin x4 removed
removed removed removed

Great Great 1% cousin once | 2" cousin 2" cousin once 2" cousin twice 2" cousin x3 removed

grandparent | aunt/uncle removed removed removed

X2 great x2 great 1% cousin twice | 2" cousin one | 3" cousin 3" cousin once 3" cousin twice removed

grandparent | aunt/uncle removed removed removed

x3 great X3 great 1% cousin x3 2" cousin twice | 3" cousin once 4™ cousin 4™ cousin once removed

grandparent | uncle/aunt removed removed removed

x4 great x4 great 1% cousin x4 2" cousin x3 3" cousin x2 removed | 4™ cousin once 5™ cousin

grandparent | uncle/aunt removed removed removed
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Examples

An easy one to start! | see someone posting a message wanting to find relatives of his grandfather John’s sister Mary. From the information
given, it is clear that Mary is my grandmother. Who are our common ancestors? They would be John and Mary’s parents, our mutual great
grandparents. So we find the box where our common ancestors ‘meet’ and this shows that we are 2™ cousins.

Common Parent Grandparent Great X2 great grandparent | x3 great x4 great grandchild

ancestor grandparent grandparent

Parent Child Niece/nephew Great X2 great niece/nephew | x3 great x4 great niece/nephew
niece/nephew niece/nephew

Grandparent | Aunt/uncle | 1% cousin 1% cousin once | 1% cousin twice 1% cousin x3 1% cousin x4 removed
removed removed removed

Great Great 1% cousin once | 2" cousin 2" cousin once 2" cousin twice 2" cousin x3 removed

grandparent | aunt/uncle removed removed removed

x2 great X2 great 1% cousin twice | 2" cousin one | 3" cousin 3" cousin once 3" cousin twice removed

grandparent | aunt/uncle removed removed removed

x3 great X3 great 1% cousin x3 2" cousin twice | 3" cousin once 4™ cousin 4™ cousin once removed

grandparent | uncle/aunt removed removed removed

x4 great X4 great 1 cousin x4 2" cousin x3 3" cousin x2 removed | 4™ cousin once 5™ cousin

grandparent | uncle/aunt removed removed removed
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A harder one!

| meet a long lost cousin from Canada. He is my x2 great uncle’s grandson, so what relation are we? We need to find the common ancestor. My
X2 great uncle is not in my direct line so we need to go back one generation to find the common ancestor. This x2 great uncle would have been

the brother of my great grandfather or great grandmother so the common ancestors are their parents, my x2 great grandparents. How is the

cousin from Canada related to them? Well, his grandfather was their son, so they are his great grandpare

connections cross shows we are 2™ cousins once removed. (We get the same res

box in orange)

if the cousin us

- The box where our two lines of

the columns and | follow the rows — see

Common Parent Grandparent ?/ X2 great grandparent | x3 great x4 great grandchild

ancestor randparent grandparent

Parent Child Niece/nep Great X2 great niece/nephew | x3 great x4 great niece/nephew
niece/nephew niece/nephew

Grandparent | Aunt/uncle_~T 1* cousin 1% cousin once | 1% cousin twice 1% cousin x3 1% cousin x4 removed
removed removed removed

Great 4 Great 1% cousin once | 2" cousin 2" cousin once 2" cousin twice 2" cousin x3 removed

grandparent | aunt/uncle removed removed removed

X2 great X2 great 1% cousin twice 2" cousin once | 3" cousin 3 cousin once 3" cousin twice removed

grandparent | aunt/uncle removed removed removed

x3 great X3 great 1% cousin x3 2" cousin twice | 3" cousin once 4™ cousin 4™ cousin once removed

grandparent | uncle/aunt removed removed removed

x4 great X4 great 1% cousin x4 2" cousin x3 3" cousin x2 removed | 4™ cousin once 5™ cousin

grandparent | uncle/aunt removed removed removed

CousinsAndAllThat

2014 Jane Harris www.janealogy.co.uk



http://www.janealogy.co.uk/

And finally, this may work better for you the other way round, showing the link to the common ancestor rather than the common ancestor

him/herself.

Link to Child Grandchild Great x2 Great grandchild x3 great x4 great grandchild

common grandchild grandchild

ancestor

Child Sibling Niece/nephew Great X2 great niece/nephew | x3 great x4 great niece/nephew
niece/nephew niece/nephew

Grandchild | Aunt/uncle | 1% cousin 1% cousin once | 1% cousin twice 1% cousin x3 1% cousin x4 removed
removed removed removed

Great Great 1% cousin once | 2" cousin 2" cousin once 2" cousin twice 2" cousin x3 removed

grandchild aunt/uncle removed removed removed

x2 great X2 great 1% cousin twice | 2" cousin one | 3" cousin 3" cousin once 3" cousin twice removed

grandchild aunt/uncle removed removed removed

x3 great X3 great 1% cousin x3 2" cousin twice | 3" cousin once 4™ cousin 4™ cousin once removed

grandchild uncle/aunt removed removed removed

x4 great x4 great 1% cousin x4 2" cousin x3 3 cousin x2 removed | 4™ cousin once 5™ cousin

grandchild uncle/aunt removed removed removed
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